
 

2017 ANNUAL REPORT

YOUTH OUTREACH
SCHOOL RETREATS

YOUTH OUTREACH
FAITH ALIVE

Our secondary school retreat program continues to grow in 
amazing ways and far beyond our expectations. Since last 
September, we have led 135 faith-focused retreats, both at our 
center and on site at various schools with approximately 4,200 
students taking part. Almost 3,400 students committed to live 
lives more focused on following Jesus! This year we had at least 
two double retreat days each month, which means that we had 
one team leading a retreat in our center and another team 
leading a retreat on location in a school. Through our ability to 
have a traveling team and a local team, we were able to reach 
deeper into the west of Ireland and visited 18 schools that we 
had not previously been to, in addition to reaching at least 
twice as many students in one day. We are excited about our 
plans to expand this ministry to the east coast of Ireland this 
coming year with the aim of reaching many more with the 
Good News of the Gospel. 

Sharing the Good News with so many students in the western 
counties of Ireland is a privilege and joy. We strive to make our 
retreats fun, interactive and life applicable. Many students 
leave us feedback about the retreats and their comments have 
been eye opening, encouraging, challenging and overall, 
immensely positive. Below are some comments provided 
anonymously by the students:  

I felt very positive about today. I felt God and I know he 
loves me and is with me during this journey we call life. 
I believe my life was made for something. Thank you for 
showing me this. 

I learnt that whenever we think that we are alone and 
God has deserted us and we feel useless, have no hope in 
life, and we will never get out of it, God comes with us 
along the hard road and he will never leave us.  

Today has really made me feel better about me and I  
feel so much better about my faith. I want to thank you 
for making me realize who I am. 

I loved this experience. I feel so connected to God  
and I really want him in my life.

As a ministry, our hearts beat for the young people of Galway 
and beyond. We strive to see them grow and develop in their 
faith and relationship with God. Faith Alive is a great expression 
of that passion and drive, and initially began as a follow-up to 
our annual summer camp to foster discipleship opportunities 
throughout the year. Every Saturday afternoon in our café, we 
have a core group of teens that come to hear about God and 
the Bible. We have a varied program which includes Bible study, 
discussion, singing, and games.  

We love this time to build relationships and help disciple others 
in their faith. As well as our core group of consistent attendees, 
we have other teens who attend occasionally, even some from 
atheist backgrounds, which gives us great opportunities to share 
faith, answer questions and explain the Bible in a calm, relaxed 
atmosphere. Take a look at what the young people think: 

Faith Alive has improved my knowledge of the Bible a lot 
more than before when I didn't attend it. It answered 
some of my questions about me and also God and Jesus.  
It really improved my faith when I questioned it. If I 
hadn't come to Faith Alive, I wouldn't have a stronger 
relationship with God like [I do] now. My relationship is 
still trying to improve with God but I want to say  thank 
you for the knowledge you have given me.  It's a lot more 
fun than my church.
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YOUTH OUTREACH
SUMMER CAMPS
We hosted our annual summer camp for secondary school 
students in July. We had record attendance of 25 students! 
Camp runs from Tuesday through Friday on site, with lunch 
provided by An Tobar Nua Café, and a program of faith-
focused discussions along with fun games and activities.  

For the first time this year, we also held a Kids Camp for 
primary school students from 1st to 6th Class (or 1st to 6th 
grades). 32 primary school children attended, and we moved 
the camp offsite to a nearby hall to accommodate the 
increased interest. Scholarships for several children were 
provided through generous donations, and we were also pleased 
to be able to have the ability to accommodate a child with 
special needs. One parent told us that their child cried daily to 
come back because they enjoyed the camp so much. We love 
being able to reach this new age group and to have had such a 
positive response in our first year!

AN TOBAR NUA
COUNSELING CENTER
In a ministry with a passion to change lives, care for people and 
share the love of God, our counseling center is naturally 
developing and growing as it provides support for so many 
people. Our qualified counselors are increasingly busy as they 
offer this service to the community. This year our two licensed 
counselors met with over 80 clients and are currently meeting 
regularly with 45. It is a privilege to listen, guide and care for 
so many people from different backgrounds, beliefs and issues. 
Some of the present issues dealt with by our counselors 
include: anxiety, fear, self-worth, infidelity, eating disorders, 
and mental illness. It is an honor to be a safe place in the city 
of Galway for those suffering from issues such as these. 

You are so good. You’re so different to other counselors I 
have seen, you give perspective. 

This example of feedback from our clients, and others like it, 
illustrates the impact of the counseling center, which runs on 
donations and your support. Lives are being changed. 

As well as offering individual counseling for adults and 
adolescents, our center also organizes and hosts accredited 
training seminars for Christian and secular counselors with Dr. 
Denise Mullen, an internationally-recognized counseling expert. 
These events have dealt with topics such as Understanding 
Personality Disorders and Working with Difficult Clients. 53 
counselors attended these training seminars!

AN TOBAR NUA CAFÉ 
We strive to make this café and retreat center a place where 
people know that we care. One of the ways that the An Tobar 
Nua Café does this is by providing a place where students from 
the local school for special needs are able to come and practice 
life skills such as making purchases and ordering food in a non-
threatening environment. Once a week, a group of students 
arrives with their teachers for practical training to help develop 
independence and social skills. The school has informed us that 
we are the only place that they feel comfortable to bring the 
students as our team is so patient and kind with them.  

During the school year, there will always be a buzz from the 
crowds of secondary school students. This year has been so 
busy, so exciting, so challenging and extremely encouraging. 
One of our staff, Thomas, felt that a board game ministry would 
help to build relationships with some students who came in 
regularly. The students loved it and as a result, we continue to 
hold game tournaments and have offered “game days” during 
the summer holidays. By interacting with students in this way, 
we’ve come to build relationships that help us to share our 
stories with them. One young person commented that this café 
was like his second home. The power and gravity of that 
comment are not to be underestimated!  

At the end of every school term, we hold an end of term party, 
including a pumpkin carving party, a Christmas party, and a 
mystery-themed party. These have become very popular and 
we had enthusiastic attendance at our mystery dinner party, 
including a large group of students who had never attended one 
of our parties previously. We also have prize draws every Friday 
for free food items, and several draws during the year for bigger 
prizes that help to bring more students in regularly.

All gifts are tax deductible as allowed by law and may be sent to: 
Foundation in Christ Ministries, 2014 Edgewater Drive, #241 

Orlando, FL 32804 

With best wishes for God’s blessing, 

Rev. Kelly E. Curry 
Chairman and President 
www.FoundationInChrist.org
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