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AN TOBAR NUA
RETREATS
This past year we have seen big changes and amazing growth in
our retreat ministry. As momentum has built in our west coast
ministry, we’ve expanded to the east coast of Ireland with a
team stationed in Port Laois (pronounced port-leash) in the
province of Leinster. In the 2017-2018 school year, we had two
traveling retreat teams leading retreats in secondary schools, as
well as a “home” retreat team which led retreats on site at our
facility in Galway City. As a result of this expansion, we’ve had
the privilege of leading 180 school retreats this year, working
with a total of 69 schools and reaching just over 7,500
students with the Good News of the Gospel. Of those
students, 5,816 committed to live lives more focused on
following Jesus!
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Our east coast team in the Leinster province has seen great
growth in this first year of expansion, and even in difficult
situations, they have been blown away with what God has done
in the lives of these students. This quote from our Leinster
Retreats Team Coordinator, Michelle, gives a great picture of
our retreat ministry:

On many occasions, students approached us afterwards
and thanked us, sharing how much they got from the day.
What struck me was how many professed atheists or
agnostics at the beginning of the day who then got up [to
show their commitment to pursue their relationship with
God further] at the end of the retreat; this was most
incredible to witness. On one occasion we had 104 of the
most difficult group of 1st Years [7th graders] to manage,
many of these young people suffered with behavioural
and bullying issues. At the end of the retreat, all 104
teens got up and made a public declaration [of their
commitment to furthering their relationship with God in]
their lives and heart, with the bully ring leader.

The curriculum of our retreats this past year was based around
the Gospel and the personal faith stories of our retreat
workers, along with games and a ‘wellness’ segment that
focused on positive lifestyle choices and mental health, such as
dealing with bullying or peer pressure.
The impact these retreats had on the lives of the students can
be seen in the following comments, but ultimately we know we
planted seeds and are now praying these seeds will grow in their
lives:

Before I came here I thought it was going to be really
boring but no! It was the complete opposite, I enjoyed it
all, it definitely was a great day! I never really had a
belief in God, I strayed away, but now I definitely have
belief and actually feel blessed and that there is hope in
the future, thanks guys!
Thank you for a very enjoyable day, it exceeded my
expectations and you’ve answered a number of questions
I had about God. Especially in the science versus faith
debate.

With 49 retreats booked already for next school year, the
Leinster retreats expansion is developing and growing massively.
At two separate chaplaincy meetings of Dublin Diocese and
Kildare & Leighlin Diocese, teachers highly recommended our
retreat ministry. God also continues to expand our dreams and
hopes for this ministry and for the young people of Ireland. This
coming school year we will expand the retreat ministry, as we’ve
started to look for a base in the Munster province in the
southwest area of Ireland. We’ve hired a new team leader for
this province, Seamus, and we are currently recruiting additional
team members who will be ready to begin visiting schools in the
coming months, with a goal of beginning retreats in Munster
province in January 2019.
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This past season in Faith Alive, we’ve continued to disciple and
build relationships with the young people who attend each
week, focusing on practical faith in the modern world. For
some youth, this club offers a space where they feel welcomed
and loved, and for others it’s full of fun and friendship. We
teach from the Bible, sing worship songs, share testimonies and
enjoy our time together. This group is also key because it offers
a discipleship opportunity for previous retreat attendees
seeking to grow in their faith. Here they build strong Christian
friendships and learn more about God. We pray that Faith Alive
will continue to be a space were young people can hear the
Gospel, grow in their faith, and be challenged by God’s Word.

COUNSELLING CENTER
Our counseling department has long been seen by many as a
haven and beacon of hope. Our two full-time counselors and
one counselor-in-training are extremely busy, having a total of
94 clients this year. Thanks to our new playroom renovation
which was completed earlier this year, the counseling center is
even branching out into family, couple/child, and child/
adolescent therapy.
Thomas, our head counselor, also offers services in a local
primary school one day per week, working with children who
have experienced trauma, bullying, and abuse. Some of the
main issues our counselors deal with include: mental illness,
addiction, depression, rejection, anger, emotional disconnect
and loss, and bereavement. We are grateful to be able to provide
a place of hope in the city of Galway for those suffering from
these issues:

This place is a lifeline for me. It’s been a lighthouse
through such a dark time.
I have come on [improved] so much since coming here.

AN TOBAR NUA
Additionally, this year was our biggest Teen Camp yet, with 35
secondary school students attending. It was an amazing and
rewarding experience for both campers and staff packed with
worship, teaching, prayer, games, and outings such as laser tag,
escape rooms, and a scavenger hunt. It was wonderful to see
God move in the lives of these young people who developed
new friendships, heard the Gospel, and grew in their faith:

This camp brought me closer to God. I spoke to him
again after a long time and freely.
These four days were the best! I cried, shouted, made
good friendships, came closer to God and gained a new
perspective on God. I loved it to bits and am so grateful.
At our Kid's Camp this year we prayed that every one of the 32
primary school children who participated would encounter
God and know their lives mattered. The camp was built around
Jeremiah 29:11, and through our discussions and crafts, we
made certain that we reinforced and taught this truth.
Feedback from students and parents was fantastic. One
parent mentioned that her son felt so at ease and comfortable
in our environment. It was an incredible, fun-filled week where
children from all backgrounds and beliefs came together,
learned about God, and experienced His love.

Coffee on the canal
Walk into this beautiful café on an ordinary (usually rainy)
weekday, and the chances are that it will be buzzing with
conversation, staff shouting orders, school kids eating lunch
and playing games, and other customers sitting in our quieter
room to study or just to enjoy a peaceful lunch by the canal.
To some school kids, this is the place to get the best cookies in
Ireland, a chicken roll, our Friday pizza special, or a hot
chocolate. To others, this is a place of belonging, a place of
friendship, a place to play games, a place to relax, or a place to
hang out. After school, there are usually a few young people
playing games with our staff, and once a month we have a
board game competition with prizes for the winners. The cafe
continues to be a hub for deepening relationships and
providing Good News access to anyone from tourists visiting
from all over the world to the people in our own backyard.
We’d love to have you come join us for a meal soon and see all
God is up to through An Tobar Nua!
With best wishes for God’s blessing,
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